4. Discussion 4.1 Estimation of the refractive index distribu tion The refractive indices of the present silica glass samples should be viewed as a product solely of the fictive temperature, Tf, and the OH-group, because the impurity species except OH-group were insig nificant.
As for the local Tf, Bruckner1) has shown that the time needed to establish one depends greatly on the annealing temperature (e.g., where only several se Fig. 7 . Distribution patterns of relative refractive index calculat ed for Samples 2, 3, 4, and 5 from the local OH-group concentra tions (Fig. 4) and the fictive temperatures (Fig. 5) . 
